
February 2017

Dear FOBISIA Colleagues,
 
FOBISIA TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE OCTOBER 2017 – FOBISIA CARES

On behalf of The British Vietnamese International School, HCMC and The British International School, Hanoi, we would like to 
invite you to the FOBISIA Teachers’ Conference, to be held on 20 to 22nd October 2017. The conference will be hosted at BVIS 
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. The conference will start at 7pm on Friday 20th October with welcome cocktails and canapés. 

Building on the great success of the last conference, we have put together a programme which we hope will inspire and in-
form teachers whilst affording an opportunity to explore the vibrant city of Ho Chi Minh. We have secured some world leading 
key note speakers that share the vision of this conference that;  ‘FOBISIA Cares’.

Key Note Speaker – BEN WALDEN

Ben is the founder and Artistic Director of Contender Charlie. His work with staff and students has received major acclaim 
at education conferences around the world. He has given main keynote addresses for groups such as the ICP Convention in 
Australia, the ESF Principals in Hong Kong, ESSARP schools in Buenos Aires, the Latin America Headteachers Conference and 
the 3 International Baccalaureate conferences for Europe, Asia and the Americas, as well as the IB World student Conference. 
He has also been a regular speaker at the New Heads Conference for the National College of School Leadership in the UK. He 
recently presented at the FOBISIA Leaders Conference in Bangkok. He is an actor and presenter who has played a number of 
leading roles on television and for the Donmar and Almeida theatre companies as well as at Shakespeare`s Globe. Having run 
many masterclasses for the Shakespeare`s Globe Education Centre he has worked in close collaboration with Mark Rylance 
and Richard Olivier in the development of an experiential theatre learning technique called Mythodrama. His chief passion is 
using Shakespeare and Mythic stories to inspire meaning and purpose in the lives of young people and their mentors. 
 (http://contendercharlie.com/ben-walden.htm)  

Key Note Speaker – JONATHAN TAYLOR

Jonathan worked as a Covert Internet Investigator, within the Metropolitan Police Child Abuse Investigation Command 10 
years. This involved the creation of online profiles of children within Social Networking Sites to locate and interact with online 
Predatory Paedophiles. Jonathan became the lead covert internet investigator within the UK as regards online paedophile 
activity, and as such now lectures, presents and advises to law enforcement, academics and parents on the dangers of online 
sexual grooming.   Jonathan continues to work  as a research Fellow, researching, and studying online dangers to children 
whilst using the Internet and Apps on devices from the Mobile Phone to the Tablet, to the IPad and Jonathan works as an 
Independent Child Safeguarding expert specializing in E-Safety.  (www.besafe-online.co.uk )
 
You will need to book flights and accommodation yourself. We are recommending the following hotels in Ho Chi Minh City:



When booking your hotel please contact the named person above and confirm you are a guest of The British Vietnamese In-
ternational School attending the FOBISIA Conference and would like the preferential rate. They will then send you the options 
for your stay.

Please note there will be free transport arranged from these hotels to the school. If you choose to stay in an alternative hotel, 
then you will be responsible for your own transport to and from the school.

We would like to encourage and invite you to put forward a proposal for leading a workshop during the conference. There is 
an enormous amount of talent across our schools and it will be great to share some of this expertise. If you are interested in 
running a workshop then please email Anthony Rowlands anthonyrowlands@bishanoi.com who is putting together the work-
shop programme for the two days.

The cost of the conference will be: SGD380

The cost includes:

 • Welcome cocktail reception on the Friday evening
 • Full conference, Saturday and Sunday including coffee, snacks and lunch on both days
 • Local transport costs from the recommended hotels
 • A vespa tour of HCMC including drinks and food on the Saturday evening
 

We suspect that this conference will be popular and will fill very quickly, so please do ensure that you complete the attached 
registration form before 31st May 2017, to avoid disappointment. 
We look forward to welcoming you to HCMC for what promises to be a great conference.

Kind regards
 
 

Paul Holyome       Anthony Rowlands
Principal BVIS HCMC           Principal BIS HN


